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“Creating change since 1964” 

Head Start and Weatherization Awareness Edition 
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THE HISTORY OF HEAD START 
In 1964, the Federal Government asked a panel of child development experts to draw up 

a program to help communities meet the needs of disadvantaged preschool children. 

The panel report became the blueprint for Project Head Start. Project Head Start, 

launched as an eight-week summer program by the Office of Economic Opportunity in 

1965, and was designed to help break the cycle of poverty by providing preschool       

children of low-income families with a comprehensive program to meet their emotional, 

social, health, nutritional, and psychological needs. Recruiting children age three to 

school entry age, Head Start was enthusiastically received by education, child               

development specialists, community leaders, and parents across the Nation. Head Start 

serves children and their families each year in urban and rural areas in all 50 States, the 

District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Territories, including many American      

Indians and migrant children. 

In 1969, Head Start was transferred from the Office of Economic Opportunity to the     

Office of Child Development in the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 

and has now become the Office of Head Start, within the Administration on Children and 

Families in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

Although Head Start is thought to be one program by much of the public, Head Start    

actually consists of two programs: Head Start and Early Head Start. Head Start is a   

comprehensive early childhood development program primarily serving low-income     

preschool-age children and their families while Early Head Start was established during 

the 1994 Reauthorization of Head Start. Early Head Start is a comprehensive early  

childhood program serving primarily low-income children prenatal to age 3, pregnant 

women, and their families. 

KCEOC Community Action Partnership is proud to be an     

original and current Head Start and Early Head Start Provider.  
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Bright Futures Begin With A “Head Start” 
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October marks the 45th anniversary of the Department of Energy’s Weatherization              

Assistance Program, which provides funding to states, territories, and tribal governments 

to improve the energy efficiency of the homes of low-income families, persons with         

disabilities, and senior citizens. The Weatherization Assistance Program has successfully 

weatherized more than 7 million American homes to date. 

The program was born out of the 1973 oil crisis, when unemployment and energy prices 

were exceptionally high. Energy conservation measures emerged as one of the nation’s 

top priorities. In 1976, Congress passed the Energy Conservation Policy Act and the  

Weatherization Assistance Program was born. 

The first decade saw weatherization crews focus on fundamentals of air sealing: installing 

cellulose insulation and caulking, but as the program expanded its services in the 1980s 

and 1990s, so did understanding of the treating the building as an entire system. New 

testing technologies such as infrared cameras and blower doors allowed auditors to see 

into homes in a new and more intricate way. 

Weatherization technicians recognized that a building’s shell, appliances, and occupants 

all affected the safety and comfort of a home. This concept became known as the “whole-

house” approach, and weatherization and home performance technicians use this          

approach today to ensure that all parts of the home work together to maximize efficiency, 

comfort, and health. 

The Weatherization Assistance Program has evolved to become one of the most                  

successful programs in the federal government concerning advancing an energy             

efficient  economy. The program performs energy audits on each home to determine which 

measures are most cost-effective, and every dollar spent on weatherization improvements 

can return $1.53 in energy savings over the life of the measures. 

KCEOC’s Weatherization Assistance Program provides assistance to 12 counties in KY.  

The program was created to reduce energy waste, lower utility costs and assure the health 

and safety of low income residents. The Weatherization Assistance Program is funded, in 

part, under contract with Kentucky Housing Corporation with funds from the U.S.            

Department of Energy and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Eligibility 

for WAP is based on household income up to 200% of the current Poverty Income      

Guidelines. Applications are assigned a point value. Priority points are given to elderly,   

disabled applicants and households with small children. Applicants are served in order 

from highest to lowest priority points. Required documents to apply for assistance are 

proof of current income, copies of social security cards for all household members, copy of 

deed/mobile home title and prior 12 months utility consumption history.   

 

Contact Katrina Burton to schedule your appointment at 606-546-3152 

or email kburton@kceoc.com.  

The History of the Weatherization Assistance Program 



 

September/October 2021 

6 

 Weatherization returns $2.78 in health & safety related benefits for   

    every $1 invested. 
 

 After Weatherization, families' out-of-pocket medical expenses  

    decreased by an average of $514 annually.   
 

 Reducing energy costs means families have more money to spend  

    on food, medicine & other essentials.  
 

 Weatherization mitigates asthma triggers like mold. Residents of  

    weatherized homes report fewer asthma symptoms and  

    hospitalizations after receiving services.    
 

 Children missed fewer school days after their homes received 

Weatherization services. 
 

  In addition to weatherization services, many local weatherization 

agencies mitigate slip/trip/fall hazards, and other known potential 

hazards such as lead, carbon monoxide, and fire prevention/safety. 
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 Rent, Utility Relief                 

Still Available! 

Program Extended to Oct 3 
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The Child Tax Credit in the American Rescue Plan provides the largest 

Child Tax Credit ever and historic relief to the most working families 

ever – and as of July 15th, most families are automatically receiving 

monthly payments of $250 or $300 per child without having to take 

any action. The Child Tax Credit will help all families succeed. 

 The American Rescue Plan increased the Child Tax Credit from 

$2,000 per child to $3,000 per child for children over the age of six 

and from $2,000 to $3,600 for children under the age of six, and 

raised the age limit from 16 to 17. All working families will get the full 

credit if they make up to $150,000 for a couple or $112,500 for a 

family with a  single parent (also called Head of Household).  

 

Easy sign up for low-income families to reduce child poverty; 

If you didn’t make enough to be required to file taxes in 2020 or 

2019, you can still get benefits. 

 

Low-income families with children are eligible for this crucial tax relief 

– including those who have not made enough money to be required   

to file taxes.  
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It's not too late for families who haven't filed a 2020 income tax return         

including those who are not normally required to file because their incomes 

are too low to sign up for advance CTC payments. Most low-income families 

can get these monthly payments. 

Who Qualifies for Advance Payments 

To qualify for advance payments of the Child Tax Credit, you (and your spouse, if you filed 

a joint return) must have: 

Filed a 2019 or 2020 tax return and claimed the Child Tax Credit on the return or 

Given us your information in 2020 to receive the Economic Impact Payment with the 

Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info Here tool or 

Given us your information in 2021 with the Non-Filer: Submit Your Information tool; and 

Lived in a main home in the United States for more than half the year (the 50 states and 

the District of Columbia) or filed a joint return with a spouse who has a main home in the 

United States for more than half the year; and 

A qualifying child who is under age 18 at the end of 2021 and who has a valid Social  

Security number; and Made less than certain income limits 

 



 

September/October 2021 

11 

KCEOC Community Action Partnership serves on the frontlines in the war on 

poverty; we take our promise to recognize human potential, improve           

communities, and create opportunities for change very seriously.  We believe 

lending a hand up and not hand out empowers people to create a better life 

for themselves and their families.  That’s why your donation is so meaningful; 

it impacts families not just once- but for generations!  As always 100% of your 

donation will go to directly support those living in poverty.   

 
*All Donations are tax deductable as allowed by law.  

 

 

 

 For more information or ways to donate 

Contact Jessi L Montgomery at 

JLMontgomery@KCEOC or  

606-546-3152 ext. 0213 
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KCEOC Community Action Partnership (CAP) is now taking applications for Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) Summer Cooling Subsidy and Crisis Programs. Applications will be accepted through October 31, 

2021, or until designated funds are depleted on a first-come, first-serve basis. The program, which is designed to 

help low-income households offset home energy costs, has increased income eligibility requirements to 150% of 

the Federal Poverty Guidelines. The benefit amount awarded is based on an individual’s income and primary fuel 

type. Benefits are paid directly to the primary fuel vendor in the form of a voucher.  
 

Applicants accessing crisis funds must provide at least one of the following: disconnect notice; an eviction notice 

for non-payment of rent (if electric costs are included as an undesignated portion of rent); demonstrate a late 

amount, overdue amount or that they are within 10 days of running out of pre-paid electric; or demonstrate that 

they would be disconnected or evicted if not for a moratorium due to a local, state or federal state of emergency. 
 

All applicants will be required to supply the following documentation at time of application:    
 

•    Proof of Social Security Number or Permanent Residence card (Green Card) for each member of the    

household.     

•    Proof of all household’s (all members) income from the preceding month.     

•    Most current electric bill, statement from your landlord if heating expenses are included in your rent,  

statement from utility company if you participate in a Pre-Pay Electric Program.     

•    The account number and name on the account for main heating fuel sources and electric bill.     
 

KCEOC CAP subcontracts the LIHEAP program through Community Action Kentucky which administers LIHEAP in partnership with the       

Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services who receives the funding as a pass-through block grant from the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services.  
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Scan QR Code for application ==> 
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Covid-19 Vaccine FAQ: Flu Shots & Covid19 Vaccines 

KCEOC reminds you to stay safe because 

you’re essential!  
 

Every fall, healthcare providers offer a flu vaccine formulated to fight what’s expected 

to be the most prevalent strain of the virus during the upcoming flu season. This year 

is no different. However, many people wonder how they should time getting a  

COVID-19 vaccination or booster shot and their flu shot. 
 

Part of the reason there’s confusion around this issue is that when the COVID-19    

vaccines first became available, some health experts recommended that there be 

weeks or more between those vaccines and other vaccinations. But since that time, 

more research has been done and more data has been analyzed, and the consensus 

is that you can get a COVID-19 shot and a flu shot on the 

same visit to your doctor, pharmacy, or other vaccination 

site.  
 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC): “You can get a COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines, 

including a flu vaccine, at the same visit. Experience with 

other vaccines has shown that the way our bodies develop 

protection, known as an immune response, and possible 

side effects after getting vaccinated are generally the same 

when given alone or with other vaccines. 
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KCEOC Community Action Partnership now has funding available for Homeless      

Prevention Services.  Households must live in Bell, Harlan, Knox, or Whitley Co.   

Households must also be below 50% of area median income, & must not have sufficient 

resources or support networks immediately available to prevent them from moving to an 

emergency shelter or other location.   
 

Applicants must meet one of the following “At-Risk” Factors: 
 

 Has moved because of economic reasons two or more times during the 60 days immediately          

preceding the application for homelessness prevention assistance; 
 

 Is living in the home of another because of economic hardship; 
 

 Has been notified in writing that their right to occupy their current housing or living situation will 

be terminated within 21 days after the date of application for assistance; 
 

 Lives in a hotel or motel and the cost of the hotel or motel stay is not paid by charitable                     

organizations or by federal, State, or local government programs for low-income individuals;  
 

 Lives in a single-room occupancy or efficiency apartment unit in which there reside more than two 

persons or lives in a larger housing unit in which there reside more than 1.5 people per room, as defined 

by the U.S. Census Bureau;  
 

  Is exiting a publicly funded institution, or system of care (such as health-care facility, mental health 

care facility, foster care or other youth facility, or correction program or institution); or 
 

 Otherwise lives in housing that has characteristics associated with instability and an increased risk 

of homelessness, as identified in the recipient’s approved consolidated plan 

 
 

For more information, please contact:   

 
 

Brittany Maynes @606-546-3152, ext 0102 or by email at bsmaynes@kceoc.com 
 
 
 
 

KCEOC is an Equal Housing Provider 

mailto:bsmaynes@kceoc.com
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Rapid Re-Housing (RRH) is a set of strategies developed in coordination with 

an individual or family, to help them quickly move out of homelessness and 

into permanent housing.  It is offered without preconditions (e.g., employment,    

income, absence of criminal record, or sobriety) and the resources and        

services provided are typically tailored to the unique needs of the household.   
  
KCEOC Community Action Partnership will accept individuals and families into 

the ESG Rapid Re-Housing program who fall under HUD guidelines for home-

lessness and meet ESG criteria for services; participation in the RRH program 

is voluntary. 

 

RRH does not have service participation requirements or preconditions to     

entry, the program is extremely low-barrier for those wishing to participate.   

 

The only requirements for the program are: 
  
 Participants must fall under HUD’s Category 1 (street/shelter homeless)         

    definition  

 

 (OR) Participants must fall under HUD’s Category 4 (domestic violence)      

     definition for homelessness to be eligible for assistance.   

 

For more information, please contact:   
 

Bonita Mason @606-546-3152, ext 0302 or by email   
 

at bdmason@kceoc.com 
 

KCEOC is an Equal Housing Provider 
 

This project development is being financed in part by 
the Kentucky Housing Corporation and the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development.  

mailto:bsmaynes@kceoc.com
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For tens of millions of people in America, a daily meal isn’t a choice between 

different dishes. It’s a choice between food and other crucial needs—like   

medicine, electricity, or childcare. This September, join us for Hunger Action 

Month in the fight to end hunger.  

 

A few ways to help: 

 

 Orange is the color of hunger. Let’s stand together and stand out by wearing 

orange, putting orange ribbons on our homes and businesses. 

 

 Support the Emergency Support Shelter, or Ryan’s Place Youth Crisis      

Center, by donating food and/or household items.  

 

 Donate to the Knox Co Senior Citizen’s Center, which addresses food  

     insecurity of the elderly population in Knox Co. at www.KCEOC.org/DONATE 

 

 Advocate; we all need help sometimes. During the pandemic, more families 

are   struggling than ever before. You can play an important role by letting 

your loves ones and neighbors know it’s okay to ask for help and sharing 

where they can find support.  

 

 Inspire; host a donation drive, volunteer, promote 

agencies that address food insecurity or share your 

success story to benefit others! 

 

 

September is  

Hunger Action Month 

In Kentucky, 644,540 people are facing hunger 

179,030 are children 
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Head Start was born in 1965 as an initiative of  

President Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Poverty.   

As the name implies, it is designed to give  

underprivileged  children a “head start” in school  

and in life.  It has subsequently evolved into a  

comprehensive program for the whole family  

offering services in the area of  social services 

education,  parent involvement, health, nutrition, 

disabilities & transportation.  KCEOC Community 

Action Partnership was among the first Head Start 

providers in the nation and for almost six decades, 

Head Start and KCEOC CAP have been improving the futures of children, 

families, and communities. Every year KCEOC conducts a community 

needs assessment to ensure services are meeting the community needs, 

this past year the need for more Early Head Start Classrooms was preva-

lent.  In response three (3) additional EHS classrooms were opened Oct 4, 

2021. The new classrooms opened at KCEOC’s Cannon, Paces Creek-2 

and Island Creek-2 Child Development Centers. These EHS classrooms 

serve children who are 6 weeks to 3 years old.  Early Head Start programs 

promote the physical, cognitive, social, and emotional development of     

infants and toddlers through safe and developmentally enriching care    

giving; preparing these children for continued growth and development 

and eventual success in school and life. 

For Questions about enrollment please contact: 

Joannie Mills at 606-546-3152 or jmills@kceoc.com 

New Early Head Start Classrooms Added 
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KCEOC Community Action Partnership 

Childhood Development Program 

Head Start & Early Head Start 

Now taking applications for pregnant 

women and children ages birth to 5 

years old.  
 

Child Age as determined  

by August 1, 2021 
 

Head Start is a federal early childhood education 

program that promotes the school readiness of   

children from at-risk backgrounds, prenatal to age 

five, by enhancing their cognitive, social and     

emotional development.  Head Start recognizes the 

parents roles as their child’s first and life-long   

educator and engages parents as equal partners.  

 

* Parents/Guardians of children with special needs are      

encouraged to apply 
 

* Children and families who are homeless, in foster care, or 

receiving TANF/SSI are given priority. 
 

* KCEOC Child Development Program does not discriminate 

against race, sex, creed, color, national origin, or disability. 

Contact Information: 

Paces Creek: 606-598-6096 

Island Creek: 606-598-3659 

Grays’s Knob: 606-573-6543 

Verda: 606-837-3314 

Tri-Cities: 606-589-5522 

EHS/Only Jackson County: 606-287-5236 

Knox County: 606-545-9076 

Laurel County: 606-528-9531 

EHS/Only Rockcastle County: 606-256-8022 
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KCEOC Child Development 

Head Start Classrooms 

Celebrating Halloween  
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KCEOC COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.   

SECTION 3, VETERANS, MINORITIES, WOMEN, AND PEOPLE OF COLOR ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY 

* Community Engagement Specialist         * Weatherization Crew Member         
 

* Care-Givers Assistant                                * Motorpool Assistant 
   
* Family Child Advocate (Knox Co)              * Shelter Operations  
 

* Parent Child Educator (Harlan)                 * Senior Services Aid 

 

* Parent Child Educator (Jackson Co)         * Summer Food Services 

 

* Community Engagement Specialist         * Custodian (Full Time) 

 

* Teacher’s Aid/Bus Driver                 *** & More Opportunities Listed Online! 

 
 
  

 

Ready to Join the Action?? 
Visit www.KCEOC.org for the full list of                                     

employment opportunities, job descriptions 

& instructions on how to apply.  
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 KCEOC Birthdays 

POLSON, VANESSA September 1 

CURRY, MEGAN L September 2 

MAY, ANGELA September 2 

PHIPPS, CHRIS September 3 

WILSON, HORTENSE September 4 

SWICK, HEATHER NICOLE September 7 

SWAFFORD, CARRIE September 8 

TERRELL, GINA September 8 

BLANKENSHIP, CAROLYN September 12 

HELTON, BRITTANY LYNN September 14 

ELLIOTT, JOYCE September 15 

MOSES, BRENDIA September 15 

STREHLE, DUANE MICHAEL September 15 

LANGDON, WANDA September 16 

MUNCY, KRISTY September 16 

FROST, KENDRA September 17 

MINIARD, GEORGIA September 19 

PAYNE, NIKKI September 20 

JORDAN, VICTOR September 21 

COMBS, WHITNEY September 22 

FREEMAN, RHODA September 22 

FROST, PATRICIA September 22 

HILL, ALICIA September 22 

JOSEPH, JOSIE DANIELLE September 22 

JONES, DESIREE MONIQUE September 23 

OWENS, KAREN DENISE September 25 

STEVENS, JAMIE LEE September 25 

LAMB, KARYSSA MALEA September 27 

CURRY, BRANDY October 2 

BROCK, TYLER JESSICA October 4 

SESTER, KRISTIE October 4 

DANIELS, ANGEL NICOLE October 5 

BARGO, SHEARITA October 7 

HODGE, MISTY GAIL October 7 

HOWARD, ANGELA MARIE October 7 

HAMMONS, TERESSA October 8 

SAYLOR, MELISSA October 10 

WOMBLES, CECILIA October 10 

NAPIER, MELISSA October 13 

SHEPHERD, CATINA October 13 

SMITH, JENNIFER B October 14 

SMITH, LATISHA October 14 

MONTGOMERY, JESSI L October 15 

ELLISON, DANIELLE DARLENE October 16 

PRUITT, KATHALEEN A. October 17 

HENSON, AUNDREYANNA NICOLE October 18 

STEWART, LAURA October 18 

BUSH, JACOB IVAN October 19 

JOSEPH, AMBER SUDIE RENEE October 19 

GLADSON, KRISTIE DAWN October 20 

MARLER, DANIELLE October 20 

DE HEER, LINDA DARLENE October 21 

FILLIPPINIE, DISA October 21 

ROSE, JUSTIN October 21 

WILLIAMS, PAMELA October 21 

CUPP, SHIRLEY October 23 

WEBB, PRISCILLA October 23 

HENSON, ELLEN GWEN October 25 

SMITH, DUSTIN October 25 

NAPIER, DEBBIE October 26 

SHAFFER, SHELIA GAIL October 27 

DAY, MICHELLE ELLEN October 28 

SMITH, ELISHA October 28 

GREENE, KEITH October 30 

JORDAN, TESSIA October 31 

TURNER, AMY October 31 
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KCEOC Anniversaries 

AKINS, REBECCA 10 years 

BARGO, SHEARITA 27 years 

BURTON, KATRINA GAIL 3 years  

CURRY, PERLINA 19 years 

ELLIOTT, JOYCE 38 years 

ELLIOTT, SUFFRONIA CINDY 1 year 

FIELDS, KELLY LEEANN 2 years 

HALL, SHERRY 13 years 

HUGHES, TERESA 17 years 

JONES, SAMANTHA BROOKE 3 years 

KERSEY, ALEXANDER WALLACE 26 days 

MILLS, JOANNIE 17 years 

PHIPPS, CHRIS 5 years 

POPE, TERESA 22 years 

PRUITT, KATHALEEN 3 years 

ROSE, JUSTIN 2 years 

ROSS, MELISSA 20 years 

SAWYERS, TANYA 28 years 

SMALLWOOD, BRITTANY LEEANN 3 years 

STEWART, KAYLA 9 years 

SWAFFORD, KRISTY DAWN 2 years 

YATES, JENNIFER 17 years 

BLACK, EDWARD 17 years 

BROCK, SAMANTHA J 4 years 

CARNES, KIMBERLY 5 years 

CARPENTER, JOANNA MARIE 1 year 

CLARK, JACQUELINE GAIL 3 years 

DE HEER, LINDA DARLENE 1 year 

FORD, MARY 35 years 

GREENE, KEITH 6 years 

HELTON, PEGGY 14 years 

HEMBREE, HAILEY DREW 1 year 

HUBBARD, JESSE WAYNE 3 years 

ISOM, CYNTHIA 15 years 

JOHNSON, MICHELLE 41 years 

JONES, JAMIE LEE 2 years 

LOCKARD, LONNIE 6 years 

MOBLEY, EVA 10 years 

PAYNE, NIKKI 5 years 

PEACE, REBECCA LYNN 1 year 

SHULAR, ANGELA 18 years 
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This project is funded, in part, under a contract with the Cabinet for Health and Family Services with funds from the 

Community Services Block Grant Act of the US Department of Health and Human Services. 

    Upcoming Events 
 

   * Board of Directors Meeting October 26, 2021    

   * Multi-Employer Job Fair November 18, 2021  

   * Youth Homeless Awareness Month– November!  

 

*For questions about supporting KCEOC contact Jessi Montgomery @                          

JLMontgomery@KCEOC.COM or 606-564-3152 ext: 0213.                                                                         

Donations can be made anytime at KCEOC.ORG.  All donations are greatly appreciated!   

Stay in Touch: 

***Hold your Smartphone camera to the QR codes to be directed to the sites.  

General Information 

Physical Address:                                  

5448 N US 25E Gray KY 40734. 

Mailing Address:                                     

PO Box 490   Barbourville KY 40906 

Phone: 606-546-3152                         

Webpage: www.kceoc.org 

Facebook: KCEOC Community Action 

Partnership or @KCEOC1 

Twitter: KCEOC Community Action 

Partnership or @KCEOC 

Instagram: KCEOC Community Action 

Partnership or @KCEOC 

Newsletter written, created, and edited by Jessi L. Montgomery 


