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“Creating change since 1964” 

Homeless Services 

In this issue… 

Knox Co Senior Citizens Center 

Cram the Cruiser 

Mission of Hope 

Head Start Awareness  

And more... 



 2 

November/December 

Senior Citizens Center 

 

Open letter to Knox County Residents and those concerned about services provided for Senior Citizens: 

For many years Knox County Help operated the Senior Citizen Center in Barbourville, KY.  The center provides homecare and per-

sonal care services, congregate and delivered meals to senior citizens in Knox County. Over time funding for these programs has 

been continually reduced to the point that it created serious financial issues for Knox County Help. Towards the end of 2018, the 

Knox County Help Board of Directors agreed they could no longer afford to operate the program. Upon hearing this Mayor Thomp-

son reached out to KCEOC Community Action Partnership to determine a course of action to ensure senior citizens still had access 

to these critical programs. KCEOC, Cumberland Valley Area Development District, and Knox County Help met to determine the cur-

rent status and potential future of the program. The KCEOC Community Action Partnership Board of Directors agreed the services 

provided for the senior citizens in the community are a critical need and must remain. The decision was made that KCEOC Commu-

nity Action Partnership would begin oversight of the Knox County Senior Center and provide services beginning January 1, 2019. 

The determination included the stipulation that to maintain the present services a significant amount of additional funding would 

be required to cover the operating expenses in addition to the funding provided by the contracts. The KCEOC Board of Directors 

also felt strongly that if funding can be secured the services need to be expanded to include more clients. 

KCEOC Community Action Partnership, agreed to oversee the senior citizen programming provided enough funds could be solicited 

to cover the expense deficit.  Once the deficit is covered, the plan of expansion and addition of services will be enacted.  The finan-

cial shortfall was expected, and after providing services for seven months it was determined that the expenses are around $95,000 

yet the contract income is only about $65,000, meaning the deficit is over $30,000 for each year of operation.   

The Knox County Fiscal Court and the Barbourville City Council have each graciously donated $2,000, leaving the estimated shortfall 

around $26,000 for 2019’s operational costs.   

Everyone’s help is needed to secure funding to cover basic expenses and allow the Senior Center to remain open. The KCEOC Com-

munity Action Partnership Board of Directors will be making a decision between October and December 2020 as to the viability of 

being able to continue services. 

Please consider making  a tax deductible donation to KCEOC Community Action Partnership’s Senior Citizens Program. There are 

several ways to donate, by mail: KCEOC Community Action Partnership at PO Box 490, Barbourville, KY 40906. In person at our 

main office on 25E in Gray, KY. By phone 606-546-3152, or on-line at Poveryisreal.org.  Cash, check or credit cards are accepted. 

Please specific that your donation is for the Senior Citizens Center Services.   

If you have any questions or would like to learn more about ways to help the Knox County Senior Citizen Center please call our 

main office at 606-546-3152. 
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Senior Citizen Center Christmas Party 

On Friday December 13th, the KCEOC Community Action Partnership Knox County Senior Citizen’s Cen-
ter had their Christmas Party. The celebration was a success filled with laughter, joy, and lots of smiles.  

The seniors gathered to socialize, tell stories, reminisce, listen to live Christmas music, and enjoy a deli-
cious meal together with lots of extra sweets thanks to Bluegrass Care Navigators Barbourville Re-
gional Office who sponsored the dessert table.  

A total of 55 people were in attendance, including the Senior Center staff, volunteers and guests in-
cluding 34 senior citizens. The Keller Group provided the entertainment and involved the seniors in 
singing a few of their favorite Christmas Songs. It was a joyous, and wonderful time for all of those in-
volved. 

Early Christmas gifts were provided for the guest in attendance. The event proved that the community 
cares about its senior citizens and is willing to go the extra mile to show it. Everyone left the event 
happy with renewed holiday cheer.   
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Cram the Cruiser 
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November & December  

 

KCEOC’s Annual Casino Night, is a great 

way to have a fun evening while support-

ing your local Community!  Proceeds 

from the event directly support low in-

come clients with programs to help them 

help themselves!                                 

Save the Date: KCEOC’s 3rd Annual  

Casino Night will be held Nov. 7 2020. 
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Did you know? 

 

The Weatherization Assistance Program is the Nation’s oldest and largest whole home performance pro-
gram. The program has provided services to low income families for over 40 years. Through the process of 
Weatherization, energy bills are reduced by 30 to 50%. This gives families in our community more dispos-
able        income to cover necessities like food and medication, allowing for increased quality of life. 

In addition to reducing the burden of costly energy bills, the Weatherization Assistance Program addresses 
many Health and Safety issues in the home. Through this effort the life of the home is extended and be-
comes a safer living environment. Most weatherized homes receive an Ashrae compliant whole home ex-
haust fan that improves the indoor air quality. Many clients vulnerable to pneumonia and other breathing 
diseases have stated an improvement in the home air quality after the receiving weatherization.   

If you know someone who would benefit from these services, please call our office at 606-546-3152 and 
speak with Katrina Johnson. 

 

If you would like to donate to the KCEOC Youth Crisis Center please contact 606-595-2252. 

All Donations are greatly appreciated!  

Drop off Location: 464 Court Square, Barbourville KY 40906 



 9 

November/December 

  

KCEOC’s Youth Crisis Center Ryan’s Place is a safe haven for youths aged 18-24 experiencing homelessness.  The center has four two bed-
room units and shared common areas. There is onsite case management that provides educational skills, life skills, employment services, 
and other supportive services.  Clients are assisted with obtaining permanent housing while getting back on their feet. Ryan’s Place helps 
clients learn basic skills needed to become independent and live on their own. 

 

A former participant of Ryan’s Place, Haley Smith, found herself homeless 
at the age of 18.  Differences in opinions between her family had forced her 
to move out. Haley left home with a small bag of belongings and the new 
stress of finding a place to call home. She then heard about Ryan’s Place 
and took the leap of faith and hoped for a new beginning. Ryan’s Place was 
Haley’s home for four months. When asked about her experience at Ryan’s 
Place Haley said, “My experience was competitive and stressful at times, I 
was competing with life itself and with my own self worth I had the weight 
of the world on my shoulders, but the staff was amazing and overall it was a 
good experience.”  

“Ryan’s Place is also a place where you discover yourself. At such a young 
age I had to fend for myself before I learned basic “adulting” skills. Ryan’s 
Place helped me with the transition into adulthood. What I liked most 
about Ryan’s Place was gaining my independence and learning those life 
skills like if you don’t do your laundry you don’t have clothes to wear and if 
you don’t cook, you don’t have a meal to eat.  Ryan’s Place taught me to 
just be my own individual, and that it is okay to mess up. What is important 
is you learn from your mistakes and move on from them. I learned how to 
work with others and how to be a responsible adult.” 

Ryan’s Place makes a difference in each client’s life both short term and long term.  For Haley, “The most important changes I have made 
are making sure I always used my time wisely, I think that’s the key to success especially when you’re trying to get back on your feet. I 
worked very hard next door at  KCEOC’s KY Career Center Job sight. On my last day I was anxious because all this time I had been search-
ing for a job without luck,  then they hand me a piece of paper with a phone number and said “try this.” It was a job working on a farm, I 
called the number and received the job after an interview!  I have to say the biggest change however came from within, I learned how to 
use coping skills and other resources when I feel down, I could talk to the case manager or go for a little walk around town, I was always 
doing something productive.  I learned to never allow a moment in time to define your entire future. Having a job and being independent 
is something I’ve always dreamed of, I always hated relying on other people, but as I got older I realized it is okay to ask for help and get 
the support you need."  

Haley was able to become independent following her stay at Ryan’s Place. When asked what advice she would give youths in similar situa-
tions she responded, “Don’t ever be afraid to ask for help, get out there every day and use your time wisely, find a hobby you enjoy and 
keep yourself busy. Also, always stay motivated and faithful, you can accomplish anything you want if you work for it! It’s ok if you need 
help finding motivation– just have faith there is always hope. Don’t ever give up! I want other youths to know if you feel like there is no 
hope, call KCEOC they care and I care and there is hope with us.” 

The ultimate goal for all clients at Ryan’s Place is to gain self-sufficiency, Haley has since moved into her own home. “From being home-
less to being able to support yourself is a great accomplishment. The feeling of being in your new home is overwhelming but very exciting; 
at first it can be scary to be on your own when you really sit down and think about it you wonder- How did I get here, is this really real? I 
went from being homeless and not knowing how to deal with myself, my problems or anything else to having a home and job where I’m 
earning my own money and taking care of myself, my life is so different!” 

Haley was recently married and is expecting twins. Her husband is working two jobs to ensure their future financial stability. Their family 

is looking forward to a bright future. KCEOC and Ryan’s Place are very proud of Haley and how much she has accomplished!  
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KCEOC Community Action Partnership would like to thank Mission of Hope for their continued support and contribu-

tions to the KCEOC Emergency Support Shelter, including  large amounts of canned foods, clothing, furniture, health 

and beauty supplies, and other necessities. 

 

Founded in 1996, Mission of Hope is an Appalachian Relief Ministry, based in Knoxville, Tennessee committed to help-

ing people in their own “backyard” of Appalachia.   Mission of Hopes  believes “The men and women of Appalachia are 

a proud people with a long heritage of self reliance and independence, that have been blessed with the natural beauty 

of the mountains as their home for many generations. They realize however, many families in Appalachia have lost 

hope for a successful future because they only see the results of poverty, broken families, loss of jobs, and depleted 

coal mining economies.”   Mission of Hope is a proud supporter of KCEOC’s war on poverty, a  dedicated community 

partner, and an amazing organization.    

 

Thank you to the entire group at Mission of Hope for their continued 

efforts, selflessness service, and hard work to  help  our communities 

to live better and prosper!  

 

 There are countless ways to help!  To get involved contact KCEOC at 

606-546-3152.  
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2019 Casino Night 



 13 

November/December 



 14 

November/December 

2019 Annual Meeting 

December kicks off KCEOC’s 55th year 

of service.  Signed into effect in 1964, 

KCEOC Community Action Agency has 

remained faithful to its promise to 

changes people's lives, embody the 

spirit of hope, improve communities, 

and make America a better place to 

live. We care about the entire commu-

nity, and we are dedicated to helping 

people help themselves and each other.  
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Rental Counseling 

Rental property makes up a significant piece of the local housing stock and provides homes for individuals 

and families who are not able to afford to be a homeowner, or whose conditions simply make renting a 

better alternative. Having the knowledge to better understand the scope of renting will create an im-

proved overall experience for the renter and landlord. Rental counseling is a relatively short program, but 

has lasting effects. Target demographic is both individuals /families seeking housing, or those in jeopardy 

of being evicted from their current residence. Individual or group workshops are available. This is a free 

service offered by KCEOC.    

If you are interested in rental counseling or attending a workshop, please contact Justin Fee or Bonita Ma-

son at 606-546-3152. 

Post Purchase Counseling 

Post purchase counseling or “non-delinquency” post purchase counseling is not just for recent new home 

buyers. It is also for those who have been long term homeowners and want to learn more about how they 

can maintain their home for the future. During these short term counseling sessions, you will learn about 

budgeting, home maintenance/repair programs, community involvement, foreclosure prevention, and many 

other topics. If you are interested in learning about how you can best maintain your home for the future, 

please contact Katrina Johnson or Beverly Isom at 606-546-3152. . 
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Housing Statements  

KCEOC is dedicated to assisting those in 

need of a disability or language barrier ac-

commodation when seeking services or at-

tending a KCEOC sponsored event. To re-

quest a disability accommodation, please 

contact Jennifer Smith, Equal Opportunity                 

Officer, at 606-546-3152.  

 

Two week advance notice is appreciated. To request informa-

tion such as a brochure in alternate format, please contact 

Jennifer Smith at 606-546-3152. 

Renting a home or apartment can 

be a stressful event.  You may 

question what you can afford, how 

to find a safe location, what your 

responsibilities are as a renter, and 

maybe even how to get started.  

KCEOC offers Rental Counseling to 

help you understand the rental 

process and works with you to de-

termine what you can afford. Utilize 

this FREE service before you sign a 

lease to have the ease of mind of 

knowing you are making the right 

decision, and can continue on your 

journey to financial stability.  

 

For more information on Rental 

Counseling, or to schedule an ap-

pointment, contact Justin Fee or 

Bonita Mason at 606-546-3152. 

Rental Counseling 

 

All projects have been accomplished as a result of financial assistance from Kentucky Housing 

Corporation and the United States department of Housing and Urban Development. 

The project is made possible by the partnership of KCEOC, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) and Kentucky Housing Corporation (KHC). 

KCEOC is an Equal Housing Provider. 
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KCEOC BIRTHDAYS 

KCEOC Anniversaries 

STEVENS, ERICA 01/03  MILLS, JOANNIE 01/16 

BRIGHT, LAURA 01/04  DINSMORE, APRIL 01/17 

SWAFFORD, KRISTY DAWN 01/04  BROCK, LULA 01/18 

FORD, MARY 01/05  SMITH, SCOTTIE 01/18 

ISOM, JAMES 01/07  HOWARD, STEPHANIE LEANN 01/19 

BAKER, JOHN 01/08  HUFF, COURTNEY NICOLE 01/19 

HUBBARD, JESSE WAYNE 01/10  BARGO, FRANCES DENISE 01/21 

MCQUEEN, MARSHA 01/10  ALLEN, TIFFANY 01/22 

SMITH, LUCY JANE 01/11  BINGHAM, JAMIE CAMILLE 01/23 

WAGERS, BESSIE MARIE 01/11  COULTER, GABRIELLE RASCHELLE 01/24 

BROCK, NATASHA SHONTA 01/14  FOLMAR, COURTNEY 01/24 

GARRISON, WILMA LOUISE 01/14  HURST, MELISSA 01/26 

PARTIN, STEVEN 01/14  LEDFORD, JAMES 01/27 

JACKSON, SHEILA 02/03  SWAFFORD, MICHAEL 02/15 

MARTIN, JADE RAUCHELLE 02/03  HOLMAN, PAULINE 02/17 

SMITH, ASHLEY NICOLE 02/04  JORDAN, JACQUELINE 02/17 

FARLEY, NANCY ANN 02/05  MESSER, AMY 02/17 

YATES, JENNIFER 02/06  FUSON, BRANDY LYNN 02/21 

HOWARD, TAYLOR LYNN 02/07  BAYS, DEBRA 02/23 

JACKSON, DIANN 02/08  GRIMES, TIFFANY 02/25 

SASSER, BEVERLY 02/10  OWENS, VERONICA 02/25 

DEATON, ROGER 02/12  BELCHER, MISTY LEE 02/27 

STANIFER, JANA 02/15  BROWN, MATTHEW CHARLES 02/27 

BAKER, JOHN 18 years  PAYNE, MICHELLE 5 years 

BELCHER, MISTY LEE 1 year  SHEPHERD, CATINA 18 years 

BIXLER, KIM 10 years  SILER, JAMES MICHAEL 1 year 

GRAY, BRITTNEY 6 years  SMITH, SHERRY 9 years 

HALE, MILDRED MARIE 15 years  STALLSWORTH, JESSICA 10 years 

HURST, MELISSA 2 years  STURDIVANT, PAMELA 17 years 

LEWIS, KATHLEEN 5 years  THOMPSON, DONNA 8 years 

MILLIGAN, PAMELA 10 years  WILSON, CHEYENNE KELYN KARR 2 years 

MUNCY, KRISTY 9 years  WOMBLES, CECILIA 14 years 

MYERS, BRENDA 12 years    
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CICK HERE TO VIEW JOBS 

 

Caregiver  

Parent Child Educator 

Cook 

And more... 

 

http://povertyisreal.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=83&Itemid=538&lang=en
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KCEOC Community Action Partnership 

PO Box 490, Barbourville, KY 40906 

5448 N USE, Suite A, Gray, KY, 40734 

Phone: 606-546-3152 Fax: 606-546-5057 

Visit us at kceoc.org 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! 

“KCEOC community Action Partnership is dedicated to 

recognizing human potential, improving communities, 

and creating opportunities for change.” 

This project is funded, in part, under a contract with  

the Cabinet for Health and Family Services with  

funds from the Community Services Block Grant Act  

of the US Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Follow us!!! 


